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Welcome!  



Agenda  

  

Å Who is Earth Advantage?  

Å What makes a healthy community  

Å Understand how community level certification 
benefits residents  

Å Basic comprehension of community certification 
programs  

Å Understand program processes and key 
differences  

Å Ways to promote neighborhood level certification 
within your community  



Mission  

Earth Advantage Institute is a nonprofit organization 
that works with the building industry to help implement 

sustainable building practices .  

Its  mission  is to create an immediate, practical 
and cost -effective path to sustainability and 
reduction of carbon in the built environment.  



 Thanks and appreciation to Energy Trust of Oregon for its 

generous support.  
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Support  



Å Began as Earth Smart, an energy efficiency 
program of Portland General Electric, in 1995.  

 

Å Became a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in 2005.  

 

Å Northwestôs largest green building program: 

ï  Certified more than 11,000 homes  

ÅAbout 600 homes/year  

Å175 active builders  

ÅCertified more than 100 builders as 
Sustainable Homes Professionals  

ÅCo-developers of Energy Performance 
Score  

Å Trained and certified more than 1200 
real estate professionals in sustainable 
building knowledge  

History  

Locations  
Å Portland  
Å Bend  
Å Eugene  
Å Ashland  

 
National Awards and 
Recognition  

Å NAHBôs Green Building 
Award: 2003, 2004, 
2005, 2006  

Å NAHBôs Energy Value 
Housing Award:  
2003, 2006  

Å 2010 ENERGY STAR 
Verifier of the Year  

 
 



Programs  

EA New Homes 

EA Community 

EA Remodel 

Education 

EA Commercial 

Technical 
Services/ EPS 

Carbon Advantage 



Todayôs Communities -  Challenges  

ÅTransportation 
infrastructure  

ÅDoesnôt support 
alternatives  

ÅVehicle miles traveled  

 

 



Costs Associated with Transportation  



Public Transportation  

Å¼ transit users 
achieve an average 
of 30 minutes of 
physical activity 
daily solely by 
walking to and from 
transit  

 



Universal Opportunity  

ÅAccessibility  



How can we think differently?  



  

 

Mixed - Use Zoning  



Opportunity  

ÅPartnerships between 
health sector and non 
health sector  

ÅTransportation 
infrastructure affects 
both GHG emissions 
and public health  

ÅReduce distance 
between destination 
and vehicle miles 
traveled  



Issues Identified  

ÅSafety  

ÅMental wellness  

ÅPhysical health  

ÅEconomic sensibility  

ÅIsolation  

ÅAccessibility  



What Makes a Healthy Community??  

ÅSafe and affordable housing  

ÅClean air and water  

ÅGreen space parks and recreation  

ÅMixed use  

ÅTransit -oriented development  

ÅGood schools  

ÅGood economy  
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Sustainability Principles  

 

Healthy Ecosystems  Community Benefit  

Resource Efficiency  Environmental Responsibility  
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Community 
Basis for  

Happiness  

and  

Comfortable Living 

 

Sustainable Community  
Planning  

Economy 
Basis for  

Prosperity 

Ecosystems 
Basis for  

Life 

The Sustainable Society  



Certification  

ÅDirect way to achieve 
these goals  

ÅPrograms that set up 
thresholds which will 
support choices  

ÅMarket awareness and 
encouragement  

ÅEnterprise, LEED -ND 
and Earth Advantage  



Certification  

ÅNational vs. regional  

ÅDeveloper vs. 
affordable housing  

ÅCost  

ÅProcess  

ÅAreas of focus  

ÅLevels of rigor  



USGBC and LEED  

 



SILVER 

USGBC has four levels of LEED  

PLATINUM 

GOLD 

CERTIFIED 

Consensus - Based Standards  

SILVER 

http://www.greenplaque.com/plaques-displays/glass/clear-sand-blasted-plaque.html


LEED - ND  

1. Smart location and linkage 
(restrictions on where to build 
such as agricultural land)  

 

2. Neighborhood pattern and 
design ( walkable  streets, access 
to transit and amenities)  

 

3. Green infrastructure and 
buildings (historic preservation, 
site disturbance and 
certification)  

 



LEED - ND  

LEED ND Project Application Review Fees 

SLL Prerequisite 

Review 
$2,250 (flat fee) 

Expedited SLL 

Prerequisite 

Review 

$5,000 

Initial Stage Review Fees 

For Projects 

under 320 Acres 

$18,000for 

the first 20 

acres 

$350 for 

each 

additional 

acre 

For Projects 320 

Acres or More 
$123,000 (flat fee) 

Expedited Review $25,000 

Subsequent Stage Review Fees 

For Projects 

under 320 acres 

$10,000 for 

the first 20 

acres 

$350 for 

each 

additional 

acre 

For Projects 320 

acres or More 
$115,000 (flat fee) 

Expedited 

Subsequent 

Stage Review 

$15,000 

Additional Fees 

CIRs $220 each 

Appeal Review $500 per credit 

Expedited Appeal 

Review 
$1,000 per credit 

Three stage certification process :  

 

1. Conditional Approval (helps 
developer build case and attract 
financing )  

 

2. Pre -certified LEED-ND Plan 
(no more than 75% of project 
can be built at this stage )  

 

3. Certified (documentation for 
all credits)  

 



HOST Development  

ÅHOST Helensview 
development  

Å19 homes near 
public transit 
$196k -248k  

 



Enterprise Green Communities  

 
ÅHas a key focus on a 
ñgreen development planò 
for affordable housing  

ÅThe community 
certification is integrated 
with the home certification  

ÅThird -party verification of 
homes  

ÅVery little that addresses 
variety of building types  



Enterprise Green Communities  

ÅStep 1: Registration 
and Submittal Process  

ÅStep 2: Submittal 
Process  

ÅHome verification 
completed on site  

 



Earth Advantage Community Program  

Å Started development in 2007 -2008; officially launched September 
2008  

Å New version launched 2011  

Å First project certified to date  

Å Intention to make certification more available and achievable to 
projects of all kinds  

Å Able to bring in projects of many sizes/scope  

Å Promote sustainable community development  
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Four Areas of focus  

1. Natural Systems  
 

2. Built Systems  
 

3. Connecting and 
Transportation Systems  
 
4. Community Systems  



Natural Systems  

ÅProtect and 
enhance natural 
systems  
 

ÅRespect the 
natural 
environment  
 

ÅMinimize 
adverse 
environmental 
impacts  
 

ÅSite inventory  
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Built Systems  

 
ÅEfficient 

development  
 

ÅResidential and 
institutional 
buildings in the 
neighborhood are 
3 rd  party certified  
 

ÅProvide for 
neighborhood 
commercial needs  
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Provide complete 
Connecting & Mobility 

Systems that offer ease of 
accessibility within the 

community and to 
surrounding areas through a 

range of transportation 
options  

   
Measures address 

transportation choice, 
pedestrian priority, and 

internal and external 
connectivity . 

Connecting and Transportation Systems  



Community Systems  

ÅFoster community 
learning  
 

ÅEncourage 
neighborhood 
events  
 

ÅOngoing 
stewardship  
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Å Ongoing :  Adopt CC&Rs for 
ongoing Integrated Pest 
Management, future  
residential construction at 
level of EA -Silver or LEED -
Homes.  

Å Projects may not prohibit 
future installation of attributes 
supporting sustainability (e.g., 
solar or wind devices, clothes 
lines, gardens, bike parking)  

Certification  Maintenance  

 

 


