Environments in Nature
From Vacant Spaces to Healthy Places
f

Connecting Communities to Healthy
A New Focus
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Effects of the Economy on a Park System
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Tracking the
need and the
opportunity

In west Denver, 25% of homes
within a quarter mile of the
Gulch Park system have been In
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Healthy Spaces in the Future

1. Infill locations that displace
distressed property

. Areas of low iIncome

. Neighborhoods with high
childhood obesity rates

. High unemployment rates

. Poor access to parks,
playgrounds & open space
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http://dug.org/gghc

Westerly Creek Park
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AA vacant lot serving as makeshift playground for kids in a low -iIncome neighborhood

ASome immigrant families using a small community garden as a key source of food.
ALimited safe pedestrian access to playgrounds or athletic fields.

Aldentified a partnership opportunity with the Colorado Health Foundation and
Trust for Public Land. TPL staff who created parks in NYC, assisted process in Denver.


http://tinyurl.com/westerlyckpark
http://tinyurl.com/westerlyckpark

Westerly Creek Park
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Westerly Creek Par
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Colfax & Josephine Street

Future Home of the Central Denver Recreation Center
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Colfax & Josephine Street

Future Home of the Central Denver Recreation Center
SITE AND BUILDING CONCEPTS
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Colfax & Josephine Street

Interim Uses

Community Garden

Adjacent to East High School. Science class will plant
and maintain beds within the larger garden.

Highest priority for neighborhood. Partner with DUG.
Dog Off -Leash Park

Recent Denver Dog Parks Master Plan identified need
for dog off-leash area in this neighborhood.

Friends group has committed to helping maintain the
dog park




