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Who We Are
• History

- Est.1974 as Lakewood 

Housing Authority

- Public housing & Section 8 

program only

- Expanded to include self-

sufficiency & family services

MWHS’ headquarters – pursuing 
LEED Existing Building certification

• Evolution of Agency
- Increasing focus on quality of 

life & physical wellness

- Continued diversification of 

services

- Green building leader



Creekside Senior Campus

Phase I – Residences at 
Creekside, winner of 8 

sustainability awards

• Vision
- 1st official MWHS “green building”

- Create a unique, active, healthy place

- Multi-phase

• Regulatory Challenges
- Adjacent to historic RMCAD campus

- Location of mass transit stops

- Bold design a drastic departure from 

neighborhood “norm”

- Evolving City plans for area



Creekside Senior Campus

• Regulatory Opportunities
- High density zoning

- FASTRACKS

Phase II – Creekside West, largest 
LEED Platinum MF bldg in CO

• Campus Profile
- 200 apartments

- 2 guest suites, live-in unit for 

property manager

- 30,000 s.f. of community space

- Many amenities

- Multi-modal transit hub

- Individualized services

- Community partnerships



Creekside Senior Campus
• Results

- Rapid lease-up & lengthy 

waiting list

- Extremely low utility costs for 

residents & agency

- Happy & healthy residents

- Public recognition

Campus fully completed in May 2011

• Lessons Learned
- Data tracking works

- 3rd party verification is 

worthwhile

- Become involved and help 

influence policy



Lamar Station TOD

• Vision
- Transform 5.5-acre brownfield into mixed-use, mixed-

income neighborhood center

- Multi-phase –1st phase to open in 2013 with light rail

- 55% public open space

- Donated ½-acre to City to build new Head Start facility

- 1st major neighborhood residential development in 40 years

- LEED ND for project

- LEED BD+C Platinum for individual buildings



Lamar Station TOD



Lamar Station TOD

• Regulatory Challenges
- Historic land uses grandfathered into zoning with 

creation of Lakewood

- RTD FASTRACKS-related work

- No zoning overlay

- 1st project to implement Lamar Street Station Area Plan

- Evolving determination of sustainability bonus

- Competition for LIHTCs

• Other Challenges
- Neighborhood concerns about density, traffic, etc.

- Financing clean-up & infrastructure investments



Lamar Station TOD



Obstacle – Regulatory Challenges 

• Meet community plans 

requirements

• Antiquated zoning

• Sustainability bonus

• Need approval from 

PC & CC

• Refining plan to meet 

community objectives

• Building case for rezoning

• Pushing the envelope

• Cultivating public 

support

Overcome 
by:



Obstacle – Community Buy In

• Address neighborhood 

concerns

• Being transparent

• Continuing dialogue with 

applicable City

departments & 

neighborhood

• Proving updates

Overcome 
by:



Obstacle – Financing 

• Paying for new infrastructure

• Tax credits increasingly 

competitive

• Less grant money available 

& more competition

• Diversifying funding sources

• Attracting investment with 

green initiatives

• Emphasizing TOD, 

services & amenities

in marketing
Overcome 

by:



Questions?

Ryan McCaw, LEED AP

Metro West Housing Solutions

(303) 987-7782

ryamcc@mwhsolutions.org



Improving Health and 

Livability







Single-Family Homes

Program Scope and Applicable 

Building Types 

Single-Family Production

Mid-Rise

Low-Rise Multifamily

Gut Rehab







Bryan Howard
Legislative Director

Stay in the loop!

www.usgbc.org/LEED/

development

http://usgbcblog.blogs

pot.com/

bhoward@usgbc.org

http://www.usgbc.org/LEED/development
http://www.usgbc.org/LEED/development
http://usgbcblog.blogspot.com/
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mailto:bhoward@usgbc.org

